equensWorldline partners with UniCredit to manage its
payments processing business in Germany and Austria
Utrecht, 27 February 2020 – equensWorldline SE, a subsidiary of Worldline [Euronext:
WLN], European leader in the payments and transactional services industry, signed a long
term strategic partnership with UniCredit, a leading financial institution in Europe. Based
on this agreement, which represents - following Commerzbank - another major long-term
processing contract with a leading Tier-1 Bank, equensWorldline will process all SEPA
(Single Euro Payments Area) payments, instant payments, multi-currency, domestic and
high value payments for both financial institutions.
As a service partner, equensWorldline will be responsible for the processing of all above-mentioned
payment transactions for UniCredit in Austria and Germany. This will be done via its highly reliable,
future-proof and efficient payments platform that is fully compliant with all applicable regulatory
requirements. All types of payments will be processed on this one integrated platform and with that
equensWorldline enables and supports innovation across the board of account-to-account payments
products. By partnering with UniCredit, equensWorldline consolidates further through this major new
contract and partnership its position as the largest payment processor in Europe.
Moving towards a global end-to-end real-time and technically standardized payments world, banks
are now seriously reconsidering their business and operational model for their payments processing
business. Because of the investment needs and running costs for establishing and maintaining an
end-to-end stable infrastructure, sourcing models for payments processing are more and more
becoming a viable solution for banks of all sizes, as this allows them to lower their costs, reduce
complexity and risks and free up resources.
Michael Steinbach, CEO of equensWorldline: “We are very proud of this partnership, which
shows that more and more leading financial institutions are exploring the benefits of sourcing their
payments operations from a specialized pan-European payment processor like us. At
equensWorldline, we not only act as a provider, but also as a sparring partner bringing innovation,
price competitiveness and guaranteed regulatory compliance. This means that we are seeking to
build the future in order to shape the payment landscape in Europe as well as globally by
collaborating with strong leading bank partners such as UniCredit. Both equensWorldline and
UniCredit have strongly established themselves in the European financial sector, and have been
working as leaders in this environment successfully for many years. By jointly leveraging our longstanding experience and European footprint, we can offer European customers the services that suit
them best. All of that will be further leveraged to the benefit of the customers, more and more also
on a global level, as the payments processing is rapidly evolving into a global real-time payments
world.”
Alessandro Baroni, CMO of equensWorldline: “We celebrate this exciting deal that gives
equensWorldline the opportunity to cooperate with UniCredit for transforming payments processing
in two of its core markets, fostering operational excellence and supporting distinct product and IT
innovation.”

About equensWorldline
equensWorldline is the pan-European leader in payments and transactional services. Being part of the Worldline
Group, equensWorldline combines long-standing proven expertise in traditional mass payment systems (issuing,
acquiring, intra- and interbank payment processing) and innovative e-commerce and mobile payment solutions.
Building on more than 50 years of experience equensWorldline services a broad, international client base in
numerous countries across Europe. Clients rely on equensWorldline’s expertise to anticipate European
regulatory changes, benefit from transformative technologies, optimize processes, ensure operational
excellence and manage risk and fraud. The company’s unparalleled footprint makes equensWorldline a costefficient and competitive business partner for seamless, secure and efficient payment solutions.
www.equensworldline.com
About Worldline
Worldline [Euronext: WLN] is the European leader in the payment and transactional services industry. With
innovation at the core of its DNA, Worldline’s core offerings include pan-European and domestic Commercial
Acquiring for physical or online businesses, secured payment transaction processing for banks and financial
institutions, as well as transactional services in e-Ticketing and for local and central public agencies. Thanks to
a presence in 30+ countries, Worldline is the payment partner of choice for merchants, banks, public transport
operators, government agencies and industrial companies, delivering cutting-edge digital services. Worldline’s
activities are organized around three axes: Merchant Services, Financial Services including equensWorldline and
Mobility & e-Transactional Services. Worldline employs circa 12,000 people worldwide, with 2019 revenue of
circa 2.4 billion euros.
worldline.com

Press contact
Marcel Woutersen
T: +31 (0)88 385 54 27, E: marcel.woutersen@equensworldline.com
Annemieke Lambregts
T: +31 (0)88 385 50 27, E: annemieke.lambregts@equensworldline.com
Jörg Richter
T: +49 (0)69 256 60362, E: joerg.richter@equensworldline.com
Elena Di Simone
T: +39 02 483 10 479, E: elena.disimone@equensworldline.com

Follow us

